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UTEP re: Solar Projects

SCHOHARI E COUNTY | NDUSTRI AL DEVELOPNMENT AGENCY

PUBLI C HEARI NG
REGARDI NG CONSI DERATI ON OF ANMENDMENTS
TO THE AGENCY UNI FORM TAX EXEMPTI ON
POLI CY REGARDI NG SOLAR PRQIECTS

Tuesday, April 6, 2021
6:00 ppm - 6:40 p.m

(Conducted via Zoom vi deo conferencing.)

AGENCY STAFF PRESENT:
Ronald S. Filnmer Jr., CEO
Benjamin S. Cevering, Menber
Pet er Johnson, Menber

A. Joseph Scott, 111, Esq., Agency Counsel

Reported by: Deborah M MByrne
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Schoharie County Industrial Development Agency
349 Mineral Springs Road, Cobleskill, NY 12043
(518) 234-7604/Fax (518) 234-4346

Re: Public Hearing Notice

Subject: Amendments to the SCIDA Uniform Tax Exemption Policy for Solar
Projects.

The Schoharie County Industrial Development Agency will hold a public hearing regarding
amendments to its Uniform Tax Exemption Policy for solar projects. The proposed amendments
provide a policy for the consideration of real property tax abatements for certain solar projects.
You may obtain a copy of the proposed amendment from SCIDA by calling 518 234-7604 or
email snscrpc@nycap.rr.com. The public hearing will be held Tuesday, April 6, 2021 at 6:00
p.m. via Zoom. Any written questions and or comments should be made no later than 5:00 p.m.
Monday, April 5, 2021 and sent to:

Ron Filmer, Jr.

Chief Executive Officer

349 Mineral Springs Rd.
Cobleskill, NY 12043

(518) 234-7604

Email - snscrpc@nycap.rr.com

Please join the meeting via Zoom
Tuesday, April 6, 2021 @ 6:00 p.m.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/91613459645?pwd=N0ZHVVp5a2ZQSDdiWXhDTVZMRmMIzZz09

Meeting ID: 916 1345 9645
Passcode: 441686

One tap mobile
+16468769923,,91613459645%#,,,,441686# US (New York)

Dial by your location

+1 646 876 9923 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 916 1345 9645
Passcode: 441686
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PUBLI C APPEARANCES VI A ZOOM
Pat sy Ni cosi a
Shane N ckl e
Josh Shaul
W Iiam Federice
Joe Foskett
Don Airey

Kris Scornavacca
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MR SCOTT: So we'll start up, please.
Thank you. Good evening. M nane is
Joseph Scott and | amthe Agency Counsel of the
Schohari e County Industrial Devel opnent Agency.
As you are all well aware, due to the COVID 19
pandenm c, the Agency is holding this public
hearing by renote access Zoom W have a
t echni ci an, Debbie McByrne, here with us this
evening on the line to assist on any technical
I ssues. Thank you, Debbie.

Before we get started, | would like to
first take this opportunity to introduce a
coupl e nenbers of the | DA who are attending
this public hearing. M. Johnson,

M. Qevering, and senior staff Ron Filner, the
CEO of the IDA. | don't think |I've left anyone
out. Are there any other |IDA nenbers on the
line that | need to introduce?

Ckay. I'Il just start -- I'IIl just
conti nue noving forward. This evening we are
hol ding a public hearing to solicit conmments to
certain proposed anmendnents to the Agency's
Uni form Tax Exenption Policy. The proposed
anendnents consi st of the foll ow ng:

Wth respect to a comrercial sol ar
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facility. And that's a termdefined in the
proposed anendnent. |If a project qualifies as
a commercial solar facility and if the Agency
receives a letter of support for such project
fromthe city, town or village in which such
project is |located, the terns of the proposed
Pl LOT agreenent shall be described as foll ows:

Nunmber one: The term The initial
period shall be a termnot to exceed 20 years,
to comence follow ng conpl etion of
construction. Wth respect to the existing
assessnent, the existing assessnent of the
under | yi ng parcel and exi sting inprovenents do
not -- if they don't remain fully taxable on
t he rel evant assessnent rolls, the proposed
Pl LOT agreenent shall require the PILOT
paynents to be nade wth respect to such
underlying parcel and existing inprovenents in
an anmount equal to 100 percent of the normal
tax with respect thereto.

Wth respect to the project itself,
the PILOT paynents will be structured as
fol | ow ng:

During years one through ten of the

proposed PILOT agreenent, the PILOT paynent

M-F Reporting, Inc.  (518) 478-7220
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w Il be established based on the actual
install ed capacity of the sol ar panels,
cal cul ated on the third business day prior to
the date in which the related paynent is due,
pursuant to the proposed PILOT agreenent, tines
a mnmm-- "a mninmn -- of $20,000 per
megawat t .

Wth respect to that annual paynent,
there is a 3 percent escalator, and that wll
be cal cul ated each year during the year of
the -- during the PILOT agreenent.

During the second part, the second
portion of the PILOT agreenent, nanely years 11
t hrough 20, the PILOT paynents will be based on
t he nornmal assessed val ue of the solar project,
times a -- tines the normal tax rates of the
af fected taxing jurisdictions, and then
adj usted by a percentage.

So in year one -- which is actually
year 11 -- year one of the second term the
second tenure term but year 11 of the PILOT
agreenent, there will be a 50 percent abatenent
of that, quote, normal tax. That abatenent
w il drop by 5 percent a year over the bal ance

of the termof the PILOT agreenent. So that at
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the end of the PILOT agreenent, nanely year 21,
the project applicant will be paying an anount
equal to nornmal taxes, 100 percent of nor mal

t axes.

Wth respect to the distribution of
the PILOT paynents, it's expected that the
distribution will be set forth based on the
affected taxing rates of the affected taxing
jurisdictions. Provided, however, that if the
affected taxing jurisdictions by resolution
agree to a different distribution, they may do
so, as long as they do so by resolution, and
that resolution is provided to the |DA

So that's a summary of the proposed
anmendnents to the I DA Uniform Tax Exenption
Pol i cy.

The purpose of this public hearing is
to provide the public with the opportunity to
submt coments to the Agency regarding the
proposed anendnents to the Uniform Tax
Exenption Policy. The comrents received today
at this public hearing will be presented to the
nmenbers of the Schoharie County Industri al
Devel opnment Agency at their next neeting. The

next neeting of the IDA is schedul ed for April
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21, 2021, at 9:30 a.m, and like all neetings
of the Agency, it is a neeting that is open to
t he general public.

We have nmde arrangenents for a
st enographer to be present at this public
hearing in order to accurately make a record of
the public comments. Again, the purpose of the
hearing is to solicit public coment on the
proposed anendnents. The purpose of this
hearing is not to discuss |ocal planning or
zoning i ssues or to debate the general concept
of whet her the Agency shoul d provide tax
I ncentives in connection with the pronoti on of
econom ¢ devel opnent in Schoharie County. The
purpose is to discuss the specific terns
contained in the proposed anmendnents and to
t ake comments on those terns.

Further, we are not here to answer
questions. Although, in the course of the
hearing, we'll consider questions if we have
the informati on to answer the questions and
there's sufficient tine to consider such
questions. W have nmade arrangenents to have
the staff and counsel of the Agency attend the

hearing to be avail able to answer questions if
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there is sufficient tine.

By way of background, copies of the
public hearing notice and the proposed
anmendnents are avail able on the Agency's
website. The notice was published in the Tinmes
Journal. In addition, we sent copies of the
noti ce and the proposed anendnents to the chief
executive officer of each village, town and
school district in Schoharie County, and al so
to the Chair of the Board of Supervisor of
Schohari e County.

By way of operating rules, | would ask
that if you wish to make a public comment,
pl ease rai se your hand or otherw se so
indicate. | wll call on you. You should
Identify yourself for the record and then nake
your comment. | wll ask that you keep your
coments to no nore than three m nutes.

Now, before formally beginning the
public hearing, | am going to suggest wai Vi ng
the full reading of the public hearing notice,
unl ess there are any objections, and instead
request that the full text be inserted into the
public record.

Not seei ng any objections, thank you

M-F Reporting, Inc.  (518) 478-7220
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very nmuch.
I am going to nove forward to open the

public hearing at 6:11 p.m And so with that,

"1l take ny first -- or I'lIl take our first
conment .

MR. SHAUL: | would like to make a
coment. It's Josh Shaul.

MR. SCOTT: Thank you. Pl ease
proceed. Could you give your full name and, |
think for the record, we should al so have your
address, if possible, please.

MR. SHAUL: Sure. M nane is
Josh Shaul, SHAUL. M address is 523 MI|
Val | ey Road, M ddl eburgh, New York.

Ckay. So | amthe business nmanager of
Laborers Local 157 and a resident of Schoharie
County. | represent 186 active and retired
menbers that live in the county. And regarding
t he proposed anendnent to Uni form Tax Exenption
Pol i cy, we support reasonabl e renewabl e
devel opnent. And what that nmeans to us is high
qual ity jobs for county residents and noney
that stays in the |local econony. |If a
devel oper cones in and doesn't commit to

creating high quality local jobs or working
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with the county, we believe they shoul d pay
nor e.

However, if a devel oper cones in with
a solar project, works with the county and
commts to create high-quality |local jobs that
pay fam | y-sustaining wages, then | believe the
| DA should work with them

MR. SCOTT: Well, thank you very nuch
for your coment. |[|'ll now entertain our next
conment .

I am not hearing any or seeing any
I ndi cation that anyone wants to nmake an
addi ti onal coment.

MR FOSKETT: Can | just join in?

MR. SCOTT: Yes, please.

MR. FOSKETT: Ch, sorry about that. |
didn't know if there was a queue or whatever,
so thank you. Sorry about that.

MR SCOTIT: No, please just raise your
hand or give us an indication and then state
your nanme and address and then we'll take your
comment. Thank you.

MR FOSKETT: Certainly. Wll, good
evening. M nane is Joe Foskett, and I'mthe

Director of Governnent Affairs for the Busi ness

M-F Reporting, Inc.  (518) 478-7220
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Council of New York State. Qur address is 111
Washi ngt on Ave., Al bany, New York 12210. Thank
you for allowing ne to provide sone conments

t his eveni ng.

At the outset, the Business Counci
represents over 2,300 businesses across New
York State and serves as an advocate for a
robust busi ness clinmate and econom ¢ grow h of
jobs. A foundational tenet of our organization
I s that when busi ness succeeds, New York
succeeds.

|'d advance that it's within the
m ssion of an I DA to assess each project
individually on its own nerit through
considering the totality of factors present;
fromlocal tax revenue, to fostering an
envi ronnent where econon ¢ devel opnent can
flourish. ldeally, that process results in
bal anced outcones and appropriate tax paynent
structures.

At the state Chanber of Commerce, we
believe it's of paranount inportance to place
speci al enphasis on factors that enhance job
creation, econoni c devel opnent and

conpetitiveness, particularly in upstate New
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York, where the econony has been stagnant for
decades.

A vital benefit of the dinmate
Leadership and Community Protection Act, the
CLCPA, is ushering in a new green econony that
attracts private investnent and could al so
provi de many regi ons across the state with nuch
needed opportunities for economc
revitalization.

| believe it's incunbent on | DAs
t hroughout the sate to |look at the | ong gane.
In this case, |'d say setting a price floor for
a specific type of energy project wthout
uni form gui dance fromthe state, substantially
I ncreases the risk that a nei ghboring community
could seize the opportunity to engage in a
bi ddi ng war and undercut the county's
conpetitiveness and ability to attract projects
that could both advance the state's climte
goal s, while also providing additional revenue
to localities and school districts.

And respectfully, of course, | would
argue that a fixed mnimmrate of $20,000 per
nmegawatt for this project, which is nore than

six times the average of PILOT agreenents in

M-F Reporting, Inc.  (518) 478-7220
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ot her parts of the state, could render
Schohari e County unconpetitive with other
regions who are simlarly in need of econonic
devel opnent and | ocal revenue.

Now, it's already established by the
CLCPA it will, w thout question, require the
devel opnent of countless on and of f shore w nds,
sol ar and storage projects, in addition to any
nunber of others. | think it's inportant to
signal to developers that the county is open
for business and willing to engage in pragmatic
reasonabl e negotiations that will result not
only in this project being devel oped, but
per haps several others, as well.

In the aggregate, this could provide
the county with a stream of revenue for years
to conme, which could benefit infrastructure
I nvestments and possibly a | ower tax obligation
for residents. 1In the alternative, certainly
projects could be sited el sewhere and
opportunities created by the new green econony
coul d be I ost.

Honestly, | don't envy your positions
or your -- the decision that you'll have to

make. The Busi ness Council undoubtedly

M-F Reporting, Inc.  (518) 478-7220
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recogni zes the conplicated chall enges

associ ated with balancing local interest, while
creating an environnent that attracts
opportunities. W're strong advocates for

devel opnent of state and | ocal econom es and
our core mssion is to foster the kind of
prosperity that raises (inaudible). W believe
that this is achieved by private investnents,
but we al so recognize that | ocal comrunities
and residents nust be able to fairly share in
the benefits of this kind of economc
revitalization.

When state and | ocal econom es are
reboundi ng because of the effects of the
pandemc, | believe it's critical for Schoharie
County to remain conpetitive and attract new
opportunities for econom c devel opnent, job
creation and revenue stream

So in conclusion -- a bit
| ongwi nded -- we would recommend that the
county | DA seriously consider the universe of
I ssues related to this project and future
projects and the potential ram fications of a
fixed mnimumrate policy as proposed.

Thank you very much, everyone, for

M-F Reporting, Inc.  (518) 478-7220
MFReportingNY.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

UTEP re: Solar Projects 15

your tinme and your consideration.

MR, SCOTT: Thank you for your
coment .

Next? Can | get our next person who
woul d |i ke to make a comment ?

MR AIREY: Joe, it's Don Airey. Can
you hear ne?

MR. SCOTT: | can. Please state your
full nanme and your residence, Don

MR AIREY: I'msorry -- Yes. M ful
nane i s Don Airey. | Iive in Blenheim New
York, and ny address is 997 West Kill Road.
And | want to thank the Schoharie County
| ndustrial Devel opnent Agency and the Board of
Directors and the Executive Director for the
opportunity to comment in this public hearing
regarding PILOT taxation for industrial solar
energy projects |ocated wthin Schoharie
County. And honestly, | couldn't agree with
Joe Foskett any greater. | just feel that we
probably differ on the anpunt of conpensation
that we're seeking for renewal energy projects.
| think there is an opportunity here to be at
t he proper conpensatory rate.

| am the Town Supervisor fromthe Town

M-F Reporting, Inc.  (518) 478-7220
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of Blenheim and |I al so serve on Schohari e
County Board of Supervisors. | serve on an
oversight commttee nenber of the Agricultural
and Conservation Commttee, Historical Planning
Comm ttee and the Solid Waste Conmittee, on the
Fl ood Commttee, as well as the County Energy
Commttee. | co-negotiated the Bl enheim G | boa
New Yor k Power Authority conpensatory 50
mll -- conpensatory $50 nmillion settlenment for
t he host community towns of Bl enheimand G| boa
regardi ng the Bl enheim G | boa Punp Storage
Hydro Project. That was a tax exenpt renewal
ener gy project.

I just want to comment that the County
Energy Conmittee was fornmed for the purpose to
expl ore energy issues within the county,
Including the rapid siting and permtting of
| arge industrial renewabl e energy projects,
i ncluding large industrial solar. There are
currently at | east six active projects under
consi deration or negotiation within the county.
This represents at |east 120 negawatts
nanmepl ate capacity, there's probably nore to
fol | ow.

These projects al so represent

M-F Reporting, Inc.  (518) 478-7220
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17

t housands of acres of | and; sone farn and, sone

forested and sonme of nixed use, including
resi denti al .

The Committee ultimately decided to
recommend a sol ar power rate to the County
Board of Supervisor for their consideration.
Several county resol utions regarding
| arge-scal e sol ar, the devel opnent and
renewabl e energy projects were adopted
unani nously by all 16 town supervisors,
representing the 16 towns that conprise
Schohari e County.

Resol ution 103 specifically addressed
the rate of PILOT conpensation, as did
Resol ution 17. After a year of consideration
and di scussion with the | DA Executive D rector
and the | DA Board of Directors, a rate of
$20, 000 per rate of nmegawatt capacity was
deci ded upon. Factors that were determ ned
that were considered in determning that rate
I ncl uded, but were not limted to the
fol |l ow ng:

The validity of application for a
PI LOT by sol ar devel opers absent |ong-term

permanent job creation. That is a major factor
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in granting PILOT applications, and with trade.
The existing, very generous state and federal
financial incentives offered to solar

devel opers, as well as a |likelihood with even
greater incentives in the near future already
bei ng funded with taxpayer dollars. The deep
tax relief and very accommodati ng m ni num of
$20, 000 per negawatt PILOT rate woul d provide
sol ar devel opers, when cal cul ated against fully
assessed taxation, a very significant

reduction. In fact, a reduction in taxes over
the termof a 50- or 20-year PILOT of at |east
50 percent, probably nore. This is a devel oper
friendly PILOT rate that also ains to safeguard
the interest of the county taxpayers. The

m ni mum rate of $20, 000 per negawatt does not

I npose a financial hardship on the devel opers.
We've had neetings wth devel opers. They've
never said it's a hardshi p.

It would provide a | evel of reasonable
and fair equity and revenue to the host
conmmuni ty towns, villages, schools and the
county. A nore equitable deal with the
t axpayers than what sone other county | DAs have

granted to out-of-state energy devel opers at
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t he taxpayer expense.

Host communities preserve the right of
honme rul e and negoti ation with sol ar devel opers
and agree to their own terns, wth $20, 000 per
nmegawatt serving only as a mninumrate. And
at a mnimmrate of $20,000 per rate of
nmegawatt would in no way handi cap | and owners
fromleasing or selling of their lands to
devel opers if they so desire. Land owners
negotiate their own agreenents, as well they
shoul d.

There are other factors and
consi derations, but tinme grated at a public
heari ng does not allow for an exhaustive
di ssertation of this subject matter. The
Schohari e County Industrial Devel opnent Agency
has certainly heard from ne extensively over
t he past year, as well as others. The SCl DA
voted in favor to nove this solar PILOT policy
forward to public hearing and conment.

In closing, |I thank the Schoharie
County Energy Conmttee for their tinme and
t hought ful work on this issue. | thank the
Chair of the Schoharie County Board of

Supervisors, M. Bill Federice, for his
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proactive initiative in form ng the Energy
Commttee, and | thank the County Board of
Supervi sors for their unani nous support of all
rel ated energy resol utions over the past year,
and specifically industrial solar PILOT
Resol ution 17.

And finally, | thank the Schoharie
County I ndustrial Devel opnent Agency for their
consi deration and evaluation of this topic and
their support in offering the adoption of this
policy. | urge the IDA to conplete this
wel | -founded, fair and equitable process that
W Il serve the best interest of all the
t axpayers of Schoharie County by voting to
formal |y adopt the Schoharie County Sol ar PILOT
Policy on April 21st. The county taxpayers
have placed their trust in your agency and
their interest in your care.

Thank you.

MR SCOTIT: Thank you, Don.

"Il just note for information
pur poses, we had indicated and asked people to
limt their remarks to three mnutes. W don't
have a | arge group of people here, so the

hearing officer, nanely nyself, |'m being very
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lax, if you will, with respect to nonitoring
that speaking limt.

So wth that, I'll open it up --

MR AIREY: Sorry, Joe. | thought |
was cl ose.

MR SCOTT: For the record, Don, you
weren't, but that's okay.

MR AIREY: Thanks, Joe.

MR. SCOTT: Your comments are al ways
I nteresting and al ways wel cone.

The next comrent, please?

MR. SCORNAVACCA: | guess hearing a
little bit of silence, | guess I'd like to go,
I f that's okay?

MR SCOTT: Yes.

MR SCORNAVACCA: Ckay. All right.
Thank you. M nane is Kris Scornavacca, |'m
w th Next Era Energy Resources.

| appreciate, you know, the |IDA taking
the time tonight to listen to nenbers of the
conmmunity, and | appreciate it. | wll keep ny
comments very brief, very short.

In full disclosure, | amthe project
devel oper for a project that is proposed in

Schohari e County, the East Point Energy Center
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Project, which is a 50-negawatt project to be
| ocated in the Town of Sharon.

Yeah, we -- | just want to say that we
woul d like to continue to work with Schoharie
County, its other local officials, all the
resi dents and busi nesses, to | ook for solutions
that can help us just -- that we can build a
project that benefits everyone locally in the
conmuni ty.

Qur project has the potential to bring
approxi mately 175 new j obs during the
construction phase of this project to Schoharie
County. These are jobs that can hel p assi st
famlies that need those jobs locally, that are
| ooking for work locally and that help support
new career options for people that are just
starting out in life, whether they are
el ectricians, |aborers, other contractors,
tradesnen, all types of skilled fol ks and
unskill ed fol ks. These are jobs that people
need.

Those jobs not only hel p those
i ndi vidual s that participate in the project, it
al so hel ps bring other revenue to the | ocal

conmmunity as the project is being devel oped and
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ultimately constructed. W believe this
project brings a lot of benefits to the entire
conmunity, via job creation and capital
investnent. | aml ooking, you know, forward to
working with the community to find sol utions
that can benefit everyone that |ives out there
| ocal ly.

But | do want to say, and | would |ike
to end wwth, the policy that you're
consi dering, puts the benefit that could be
brought into the local community at risk.

Thank you very nuch.

MR SCOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Coul d we have our next speaker?

MR. FEDERICE: Joe, if | may, this is
Bill Federice.

MR. SCOTT: Please. |If you could
speak -- identify -- you know, give your ful
nanme and address for the record.

MR. FEDERI CE: kay. Bill,

Wl liam Federice, 832 South Muntain Road,
Conesville, New York, and | amthe Supervisor
of the Town of Conesville, as well as the

Chai rman of the Schoharie County Board of
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Supervisors, and | want to pick up on a couple
of things that were said already. |['Il do ny

best to nake the three m nutes.

First of all, I'"mhearing a comon
thenme here that this will create a great nunber
of jobs. Probably will during the construction

phase. And that's all goodness, but when the
construction is conpleted, those jobs go away.
And fromwhat |'ve heard, there's not a whole

| ot of support people or maintenance people

t hat you have to run these things. So the jobs
went away, but now we have the | oss of that
particular -- the land, that site that the
sol ar panels are sited on. And to say that the
$20,000 is perhaps a bit high, | beg to differ,
because, frankly, we're thinking of what's best
for our residents, because they're no |onger
maybe using that |and for sonething el se.

Now, | think we also have to consi der
sonething el se here. Last tinme | | ooked, New
York State did have a vigorous hone rule
phi | osophy. Seens to have been usurped quite a
bit lately, and it al so seens to be sonething
that we're trying tell people what's
good -- what's better for themlocally. And
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appreci ate that and | appreciate the positions
that Joe and Chris took. And maybe if | was on
that side of the fence, |'d probably say the
sane thing, to be honest about it.

However, | think we have to consider
what the people of the county want, not
necessarily the outside investors. |
appreciate their comments and they shoul d be
deened for consideration, but at the end of the
day, it's the people of our county who wl|
determ ne what's best and shoul d determ ne.

And the role of the IDAis to | ook out after,
anong all other things, the best interest of
t he county.

And t he $20, 000 that we've been
t al ki ng about per negawatt, is sonething that
was unani nously passed twi ce by the Schoharie
County Board of Supervisors, who are the dually
el ected representatives of the county. So we
don't think that's necessarily an unfair
anmpunt. In fact, it's probably, it's -- we
think it's fair, that's all I'll say. |1'mnot
going to get into a negoti ati on.

But at this point in tinme, we feel

that this decision needs to be nade |ocally
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with input fromwithin and without, and I am
urging the DA to respect the fact that the
full Board of Supervisors unani nously, tw ce,
has voted to support this. And you fol ks have
supported this -- maybe not unani nously, but
you fol ks have decided to support this and take
the question forward. And I just -- ['l
conclude it there just saying that we are the
host, we are the host communities for these
prospective projects and we feel that we shoul d
have the final say as to where we are
negotiating. W're not saying, "No, don't try
to cone here.”" W're not saying anything like
that. But we feel that we need to have sone
recognition here that we are trying to
negotiate what is in the best interest of our
honme host communities, our school districts and
the county. And | don't see anything w ong
with that, that | don't think we're very
unreasonable. Particularly what Don had said
about the fact that these investnents are very
well -- are very friendly towards the investors
in terns of incentives and things |ike that
fromthe governnent.

And with that, I wll just thank

M-F Reporting, Inc.  (518) 478-7220
MFReportingNY.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

UTEP re: Solar Projects 27

Don Airey, who has done tireless work to be
able to put sonething together and nake it
readabl e and under st andabl e by the Board. And
t hank you, Don. And that's all | have to say.

So how did | do for the three m nutes,
Joe?

MR. SCOTT: |I'mcertainly not going to
cross the chair, absolutely not. So thank you
very much, Chair, for your comrents.

The next speaker for coments?

All right. 1'"mnot hearing or seeing
anyone. So what | amgoing to do is continue
on with ny prepared remarks, and what we'l|
probably do is keep a couple of m nutes open at
the end for a straggler or two. |'Il talk to
M. Filmer to see how nmuch tinme we shoul d add
on the end of this, just in the interest of
maki ng sure that we -- who may be running a
little late, to join us.

So going back to ny coment -- to ny
remarks. | now want to note that the Agency
has not received any witten coments in
advance of the public hearing. If we were to
receive any witten coments, they would be

added to the public coments received this
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eveni ng and becone part of the public record.

In addition, the Agency will keep the
period for the recei pt of comments open until
April 14th. So if you or anyone that did not
have the opportunity to attend this hearing
this evening, please send us your conmments to
t he Agency at the address noted in the
publ i shed hearing notice in the Agency's
website. We will include those witten
comments in the public record.

So what | woul d suggest -- | have
6:34. | would suggest adding four m nutes at
the end here, Deb, if we could just, you know,
go off -- go off record wth respect to taping,
and that way we can just keep it open for a
couple nore mnutes. |'ll give you the hi sign
when |'d like to formally cl ose the heari ng.

But before | do -- before we go into a
m ni adjournnment, are there -- does anyone el se
want to make an additional comment for the
record?

Ckay. So, Deb, why don't we go
offline for a mnute or two and then I'I| give
you the hi sign to go back live and then we'll

cl ose the public hearing.
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(Wher eupon, a recess is taken.)

MR SCOIT: 1've got 6:39. | think
we' ve done our duty in terns of keeping this
public hearing open to solicit comments.

Debbi e, thank you for your efforts in keeping
us on track. M. Johnson, M. Cevering, thanks
for attending on behalf of the |IDA

So for the record, we'll have two
menbers of the | DA being able to report to the
full Board the substance of the public hearing,
together with the witten record. 1'll add
again that we're keeping the comment period
open until the 14th to ensure anpl e opportunity
for people to make comments on this inportant
policy initiative of the IDA. And with that,
"1l close the public hearing at 6:40 and
everyone have a very nice evening. Take care
now. Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter

was concluded at 6:40 p.m)
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